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to the world jimmy carter is a president in some serious trouble with some very large problems the hostages 
afghanistan the economy his brother billy his low standing in the polls the lack of enthusiasm for him by 
leaders of his own party and yet you walk into the oval office of the white house as i did last friday and you 
find a man seemingly unperturbed nothing to worry about every incumbent president is under some kind of 
siege it goes with the territory he'll tell you there is no mistaking what the president is saying anybody who 
raises the possibility that jimmy carter can't beat ronald reagan is talking through his hat more than that so is 
anyone who raises the possibility that jimmy carter may not be his party's nominee mr president the 
convention is about to begin is there any doubt in your mind that you'll be the nominee no there's no doubt in 
my mind that i will be the nominee if i may i'd like to follow up on that um because we may find ourselves in 
some disagreement i brought along the latest cbs tally of delegates we try to stay in touch with the delegates 
have over the period of this campaign and i'm told that just today our compilation is at 429 carter delegates 
told cbs news they disapprove of the way you're handling the economy 241 carter delegates said they 
disapprove of how you're handling foreign policy and 113 carter delegates disapprove of how you're 
hamming your job in general when you quote those figures they sound very impressive but you have to 
remember that you're talking about a total of more than 3 000 delegates a substantial majority of whom about 
60 percent support me and although someone might disapprove of something that i do with foreign policy or 
the economy or the rate of inflation and so forth the fact that they prefer me above all the candidates in the 
democratic party and certainly against any republican is a significant thing we don't claim to be perfect we've 
made some mistakes in the minds of many people but i think that my prediction that i'll be the nominee will 
be carried out next thursday because mr carter is so confident that he is the choice of the majority of the 
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he is the choice of the majority of the delegates last week they were kennedy people clinging to the hope that 
he might somehow release all the delegates to vote as they please no way will that happen say his campaign 
manager and his chief of staff but the issue is so crucial to the nomination we decided to put it right to the 
president is there a possibility despite the denials that he would release his delegates no any chance of that 
happening at all none at all none whatever no we have had some of my very strong supporters point out to 
me dan that if i should release the delegates after the rule for loyalty and against the brokered convention is 
confirmed that it would be a demonstration of strength there is no doubt in my mind that if i release those 
delegates they would still vote for me 98 percent of them they have assigned a pledge to vote for me and 
they would not violate their word of honor mr president with all respect let me make the opposite argument 
which i know you've heard but there are any number of people who make these following points and included 
among these people or many who like you support you and still think you can win make the argument things 
change the primaries covered many months many events have happened since then people have changed 


their minds since then your own job rating in the polls is at a all-time low for any president since the polls 
started leaders of your own party are concerned so why not whatever the moral principle may be as you see 
it why not have a up or down vote of confidence at this convention we went through a long series of reforms 
to say that once the voters go to the polls and choose a nominee later the delegate is chosen to represent 
that expression of support for a certain candidate myself or senator kennedy or whoever and then that 
delegate is supposed to go and accurately represent the voters they are not my delegates they are the 
people's delegates who are 
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they are the people's delegates who are sending them mr president surely you're aware that not only the 
leadership of the democratic party but those democrats are running for offices from county judge up through 
state legislature u.s representative or as of this moment many of them absolutely petrified that with you at the 
head of the ticket that it's going to be a wipeout for the democratic party in november then that's a gross 
exaggeration is it sure it's an exaggeration i you know democrats don't get uh petrified when poll results go 
up and down i agree with you they do go up and down they're coming to go i think number one uh you would 
agree that over the past year and a half period that while there'd been ups and downs that the trend for you 
has been down would you agree with that no you would not well then right now they're down the poles are 
down this time four years ago we were we had an enormous lead over president ford and as you know the 
final results in november were very close last october or september november when uh senator kennedy was 
deciding whether or not to run for president the polls showed that if he should run that i would be defeated by 
a margin of three or four to one and many people who advised him very closely predicted to him that if he 
ever should announce as a candidate that i would probably withdraw and not even go into the contest since 
my uh prospects were so hopeless so at that time i was an abysmal law the polls that count in a democratic 
society like ours of the polls that are conducted among the people on election day there is no doubt in my 
mind that in november i will be elected president because in my entire lifetime there has never been a 
sharper difference between two parties 
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difference between two parties and two men than there will be in 1980. the only possible time that would 
even approach the significance of this election was when barry goldwater ran against lyndon johnson that 
was a sharp difference the same degree of difference even a greater difference exist in 1980 mr president i 
know that you'll agree that one of the major differences between this year's election in 1964 uh is that you 
have a record that you have to to run on that's right the president johnson was an incumbent of sorts in 64 
but it did not have a long record at that time now in your record you promised that you'd have inflation down 
to four percent by the end of your first term fact is inflation's running my last look was 14.8 annual inflation 
rate you promised you'd have balanced budgets by the end of your first term you haven't had a balanced 
budget in a year there's no balanced budget in sight you promised that you would reform the tax system you 
said that our tax system was and i quote directly that it's a disgrace to the human race unquote tax system 
remains pretty much the same you promised that you would reduce the number of federal agencies from 
1900 down to 200 there's still 1500 federal agencies now it strikes me that any reasonable person looking at 
that record would say that's a record of ineffective leadership i think you'll find in the uh election months 
ahead that your prediction will not come true i've been wrong before as you know some of those things we 
attempted and could not accomplish we've had a substantial increase in government government services 
we've had a substantial reduction in the number of federal employees who deliver services to the american 
people we've had a sharp reduction in the deficit that's been achieved between my own administration and 
that of of president ford's 
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of of president ford's we've had consistent economic goals that we have achieved when we pointed out a 
string of economic failures the president referred us to his successes in increasing jobs cutting back on 
regulatory agencies and paving the way for a revitalization of industry he said he thought he had done a 
good job in holding down inflation and interest rates considering the way oil prices had skyrocketed since he 
took office he then gave us a few sketchy details of his new economic plan the one he mentioned briefly in 
his address last week to the convention of the national urban league it would he said take advantage of taxes 
on so-called windfall profits this is a 227 billion dollar fund that's taken from the excess profits of the oil 
companies they will be invested in the conservation of energy revitalization of our transportation system and 
the production of synthetic fuels and the production of energy from the solar power and from coal and will 
create literally hundreds of thousands of jobs the first year and millions of jobs over the next decade is it a 
coincidence just a coincidence that's being proposed just before the convention no this this possibility for us 
to put into effect the benefits of the windfall profits tax which by the way governor reagan wants to repeal and 
so-called unleash to quote him the oil companies has been the result of three years of hard work and only 
this year early this year has it finally got to be a part of the american law and the american tax system let's 
get back to the convention in politics any chance that you would consider replacing mr mondale as your vice 
presidential running mate no none at all i think french mondale is not only the best partner that the president 
ever had in this 
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president ever had in this in this office but also the best vice president under the provision of the democratic 
charter to be adopted this week under the charter there's a provision that discrimination or prejudice based 
on sexual orientation is prohibited in all party affairs realistically do you think all democratic candidates in all 
portions of the country can run on that no the democratic party and the candidates and the voters are so 
completely uh fragmented and disparate and and and such strong individuals that each one would have a 
different approach to almost any part of the democratic platform and that's obviously one of those 
controversial uh issues as is abortion or gun control equal rights amendment and so forth so i don't think you 
would have unanimity on among democrats on any issue mr president i do not wish to spend much time on 
the billy carter affair i'm sorry i know that you would like to spend a great deal of time on that at this particular 
time but in listening to you on monday evening it appeared to me that you were attempting to frame the issue 
incorrectly perhaps not perpetually so but incorrectly that you argued that billy never influenced american 
policy on libya it seems to me that that's not really in dispute but the issue is that you may have showed a 
lack of judgment in permitting ability to lead the libyans on when you should have and could have stopped 
him right away there are several issues i think the most important issue was whether or not anyone in the 
white house or in my administration had done anything illegal or improper and the answer is that no one did 
and the other question was whether billy had any influence on me or whether he had any influence on 
anyone in the government 
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anyone in the government and the answer is he did not and the third question is did he try to influence me 
relating to libya or anyone in the government and the answer is that he did not what did you do to let the 
libyans know that billy wouldn't have any influence on you whatsoever the libyans i think were able to 
observe whether or not our policy changed with respect to the delivery of airplanes and so forth and of 
course they saw that our policies did not change in retrospect might have been a mistake not to have senda 
message Clearly publicly to the libyans that if you have any idea that billy has any influence with me i want to 
make certain you understand that he does not looking back on it would that not have been something that 
you should and could have done then since your question is hypothetical in nature let me give you a 
hypothetical answer if i had known in march that billy had received any sort of loan or payment or money in 
any fashion from the libyans then i should have done what you just described had i known that he had any 
sort of financial relationship with libya i would have made it clear to billy and olivia that this was a non- 
productive effort that might have been amounted by libya mr president have you suggested to believe that he 
returned that money forthwith to the libyans i have not talked to billy about libya under any circumstances 


since the first day of july do you think it would be a good idea if you return the money to libya i think it would 
be uh yes the last thing i said in my press conference statement was that i was deeply concerned about 
billy's receiving any money or favors from libya and his possible obligation to libya but that under no 
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obligation to libya but that under no circumstances in the past or the future would he have any influence on 
me in our relationship with libya and under no circumstances in the past or future would i derive any direct or 
indirect benefit from billy's relationship with either while i'm in this office or after i leave this office but you 
would like to see and return that money as soon as possible yes that would be my preference have you 
talked to your mother about this problem as president yes what did she say sir i think i won't relay the private 
conversation my mother i'll respect that should thank you mr president there's been some obsession i'm not 
again certain whether it was purposefully done or not about will you or won't you debate on the same 
platform governor reagan and representative anderson will you give me a yes or no answer about that the 
answer is yes but i would like to pursue that answer just one step further the most important thing is for me 
and reagan just the two of us to have a complete of ability an opportunity to debate every issue domestic and 
foreign that's important to the american people i hope we'll have several debates that's one part and that's 
the most important part the other part that i have said is that i would participate in a debate along with 
governor reagan and any other candidate who was qualified in enough states where he had a theoretical 
chance to be elected president if he carried all those states and that would certainly include john anderson 
the former congressman so you are prepared to debate on the same platform during the campaign both 
governor reagan and representative that's correct i believe you said correct me if i'm wrong if you haven't 
said may i assume that you think representative anderson if he stays in the race would take more votes from 
you than he would from governor reagan well let me put it this way dan 
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i'll be running against two republicans one democrat two republicans i think it would be too early for me to get 
into the role of characterizing how reagan differs from anderson and so forth but i'm willing to do it i don't 
have any choice in the matter my preference would be to run against one person do you have any indication 
do you have any suspicion that governor reagan and or some of his supporters are putting money into 
anderson's campaign in hopes of hurting you no i know if i may carry this forward just one additional step i 
thought perhaps it might be informative and we might have a good time with it for that matter could you give 
me if you will what you consider to be the single biggest asset and the single biggest weakness of 
representative anderson well the single biggest asset i guess would be an absolute capability to take 
different positions on different issues to accommodate the circumstances any biggest weakness he's not 
bound by any sort of party commitment or platform or convention support he's just a free-wheeling agent that 
can change his position as he as he sees fit biggest weakness would be that he doesn't have the structure of 
a party organization behind him and he's he's never won a primary he entered numerous numbers of 
primaries and caucuses he never won one and he's characterized i think at least by many people as 
someone who who lost and who abandoned his own party ostensibly to continue a personal campaign i i say 
that not interrogation of him i'm trying to answer the question that's a the freedom is a is an asset and the 
lack of us of a structured campaign and and having a series of victories behind you i would say would be a 
detrimental factor but i've never 
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a detrimental factor but i've never thought this through ahead of time i didn't anticipate the question i'm glad 
to hear that i hope that we'd be able to ask at least one senator kennedy his greatest weakness greatest 
asset i think his greatest asset is the heritage that he bears with the kennedy name and in many of the finest 
elements of his two brothers he has carried forward those fine elements i don't want to uh try to assess his 
uh the negative factors that he that he has to bear i think the main thing is that he didn't wind up with enough 
delegates to get the nomination biggest strength biggest weakness governor reagan well i think governor 


reagan's biggest strength is the fact that he's been so successful in capturing the republican nomination after 
formidable opposition from some very attractive opponents the biggest weakness is his stand on the issues 
in brief mr president because i'm sure you can speak the rest of the afternoon on this next one principal 
strength principal weakness jimmy carter i think our record in dealing with difficult issues without flinching war 
peace for ourselves in the middle east in adherence to human rights dealing with energy and economic 
matters never evading a difficult question will be appreciated by the american people so i would say that is a 
great strength along with three and a half years of experience which the american people can assuage and 
adjust rather it can judge and the biggest problem is the fact that we still face uncertain and difficult times in 
talking about our foreign policy the 
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in talking about our foreign policy the president called the carter years the most difficult and most 
complicated of times with dozens of countries struggling for independence and a voice in the world what the 
voters will have to judge he said was how well he has balanced these new facts of international life with the 
national interests of the united states what would be wrong with setting a deadline a date for the iranians to 
release our hostages say by october 1st our hostages have to be out or i the president united states will 
consider this an act of war by the iranians if we were dealing with a rational government what you propose 
would be feasible we are dealing with a group of fanatics who have violated every principle of human 
decency and human rights and holding 52 absolutely innocent amer americans hostage away from the 
families away from freedom away from communication with the outside world away from medical attention for 
the last months so we're not dealing with rational people secondly there is no government there with whom 
we can deal the elected president has no power at all he's given authority under the constitution to choose a 
prime minister he can't even choose his own prime minister he and the secretary of state of the foreign 
minister both want to have their hostages released they have lost power because of it so we're not dealing 
with rational people and a threat or a deadline i'm afraid and i believe might very well result in the death or 
the injury to our hostages do you believe that it'd be more likely that the hostages would be freed if governor 
reagan was elected after all there'd be a good reason then that the iranians might want to make a gesture to 
a new administration you would have been removed as the man as they see it responsible for protecting the 
shah uh it might be a way to get it off dead center it strikes me does it strike you that way no we've had 
intelligence reports from 
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we've had intelligence reports from quite early this year that the ayatollah khomeini may be considering 
holding the hostages until after our election in order to try to influence americans in how they voted i don't 
know if that's an accurate report or not but it may be that after a certain event occurs after ramadan this next 
few weeks after the speaker and the prime minister are chosen with a new modulus some change in tone of 
world events maybe our election that will be triggered in the iranians minds a commitment to release a 
hostages i can't predict when it will be but i don't think the election of a certain person in our country as 
president will be the determining factor at all mr president on the day that you announced the plan to boycott 
the olympics you said the soviet military presence in afghanistan and i quote is the most serious threat to 
world peace since the second world war yes do you really mean that certainly since the soviet uh invasion 
and domination of the eastern european countries that now comprise the warsaw bloc yes afghanistan was 
formerly a buffer nation between the soviet union and pakistan and iran that buffer has now been changed 
into a wedge between pakistan and iran if the soviets thrust southward and try to take say iran with its oil 
resources and and have a dominant fact uh presence around the persian gulf it would have an enormous 
strategic importance and a threat not only to ourselves but to every nation on earth dependent upon oil from 
that troubled region it's crucial that we stand firm against the soviet union and it's equally crucial maybe even 
more so that we get as many nations as possible to join in with us we joined 103 other nations in this in 
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we joined 103 other nations in this in the united nations to condemn the soviet invasion and the call for that 
withdrawal was present ineffective sorry i mean i'm sorry i mean that was totally ineffective was it all right i 
don't think it's ineffective at all the soviets have have now stood condemned in an unprecedented way not 
only by ourselves in the western world but also by the muslim countries some of whom were formerly 
intimate friends of the soviet union and the non-aligned movement we restrained the shipment of feed grains 
to the soviet union and yet 50 other nations to join with us in boycotting the olympics we also decided to 
register a young man for the drought i might say this is a sum total of a very effective political and economic 
move i might add coincidentally but importantly governor reagan opposed registration for the draft governor 
reagan opposed the restraint on the sale of american feed grains to the soviet union governor reagan 
opposed the boycott of the moscow olympics and when he was asked what would you do to meet the threat 
of the soviet union in southwest asia in the invasion of afghanistan he replied i would put a uh naval blockade 
around cuba in the caribbean ocean you told the world through your national security advisor that the soviet 
brigade in cuba was unacceptable then you accepted it now what kind of signal does that send out to friend 
and foe alike then that brigade has been in cuba since 1962 it has no capability of attacking the united states 
when the soviets were in berlin and built the berlin wall president kennedy said that berlin wall is is 
unacceptable the berlin wall is not acceptable to the american people and it's the to the same 
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american people and it's the to the same degree the presence of a soviet brigade in cuba is unacceptable to 
us it doesn't mean that we're going to invade cuba to root it out or invade east berlin to tear down that wall or 
invade afghanistan to root out the soviet troops it means that the world will never accept the reason for the 
presence of those troops in cuba or the troops in afghanistan or the berlin wall mr president do you recognize 
how pervasive the feeling is in the country that you have not managed well afghanistan what's happened in 
afghanistan the iranian situation the cuban situation in foreign policy in general you travel around a good deal 
you must have heard it yourself i i hear it at truck stops coffee shops cafeterias what i hear mr president is 
jimmy carter is a good and decent man and a lot of people say i like him but a lot of people will say right 
behind that i think the job's too big for him seems to me that the the essential point here is one of leadership 
and management of the country's foreign policy and domestic policy do you hear that your people tell you 
that right every time i watch the evening news i hear it and see the results in the polls and obviously hear it 
from reporters and from private citizens i am proud of what we have done and what our nation is in nuclear 
strategic capability we are making great progress in the strengthening of nato and our other alliances around 
the world we have made great progress in keeping our nation at peace mine is one of the few 
administrations in history where our nation has been at peace for three and a half years and i pray it will be 
at peace until i leave this office we have strength spread the benefits of peace to other countries like israel 
and egypt we have stood firm for our basic principles for human rights and we've seen 
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for human rights and we've seen democracy come to nations like zimbabwe and nigeria and to several 
countries in this hemisphere what do you consider to be your major mistake this year mr president in 
retrospect you can pick out some things that might have been done if you had known ahead of time that 
events that are unpredictable would have occurred had we known ahead of time that the iranians would have 
seized our hostages we may could have taken some different steps it's hard to know what could have been 
done had we known ahead of time that the soviets would have invaded afghanistan we may have taken 
some additional measures but not being able to know those things ahead of time you can't say what could 
have been done the president has a unique responsibility you can't share it with others quite often your 
advisors are divided 50 50 on a very important issue sometimes your advisors are wrong the president has 
the ultimate responsibility and in order to deal with those potential crises in such a way that they don't 
become actual crises there is a a lonely uh important decision-making process that goes on within the mind 
of one person the president and if he makes a mistake in judgment that's of serious or of serious dimensions 
it could affect the future of the entire world mr president you recently directed your staff to make report cards 
on their employees now in specific areas i'm going to ask you to grade yourself a through f foreign policy dan 


this is a little bit embarrassing because i'm a highly uh prejudiced i recognize that but you also prided 
yourself on your candor and straight thoughts on this fight i would say maybe a b or c plus on foreign policy 
but i'd like to equivocate some if 
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but i'd like to equivocate some if you'll permit me as a politician by saying that the maintenance of our nation 
at peace and strong is such a dominant factor that i that it may be that uh that a more disinterested observer 
would give me a little bit higher grade you give yourself a c plus but you think of b minus might be just i think 
b minus let's say b minus overall domestic policy under the circumstances i think about a b the actual results 
maybe see on energy specifically very good i think we've done better on energy than we had anticipated and 
that's one of the great achievements of our administration is putting into place under the most difficult 
possible circumstances an energy policy that will pay rich dividends in the future i'd say an a you know a in 
that i think so on the economy you can't give yourself an economy well that's what i was really referring to 
about actual results because the inflation rate and unemployment are too high and that was a the seed that i 
gave myself before and on leadership well in international affairs our country is still a leader on human rights 
there's no doubt that we are a leader in military strength we are a leader there is a growing realization in this 
country and in my own mind however that we are no longer dominant in that we cannot enforce our will on 
others that's an inevitable uh consequence of changing times so i would say that leadership reasonably good 
maybe a bi don't want to be held on kind of those scores i'll see what the american people say [Laughter] 
when we finished in the oval office we went downstairs to the library where 
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went downstairs to the library where rosalind carter joined us mostly we asked her about him we started 
however by asking him about her she's helped me by being on the phone with crucial delegates in the last 
few days she's a good seamstress she makes a lot of her own clothes she also takes care of me and amy 
and our needs on the sewing machine but she's also a close friend and a partner confidante and uh and 
sweetheart so we kind of share almost everything she likes to run likes to swim likes to fish also likes to be 
involved in the political campaign let's talk about this role as confidant confidant that extends as we know 
and as you've talked about a number of times to politics problem getting renominated re-elected and policy 
as well does it not well i think jimmy and i just talk about the things that are that we're really interested in to 
each other i think that husbands and wives just do that he makes the decisions um i tell him what i think 
about them sometimes but he makes the decisions and we not only jimmy and i talk about things but just 
with a family we have always done this at the table whatever is happening that's interesting the whole family 
talks about them so i think that it's just a good family relationship well you mentioned you sometimes 
disagree what's the last major policy decision about what you disagree well i never have talked about 
specifics because then i lose my effectiveness but but but i have talked to him i have i nagged sometimes i 
worry him i've had him say just don't mention that to me anymore i am not going to change my mind and i 
think maybe sometimes timing don't you think i got i got really upset about the announcement about the 
budget cuts just before the new york primary and he said we have to stop inflation the reason i got upset was 
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inflation the reason i got upset was because nobody knew at that point no we didn't the people didn't know 
what the cuts were and if they had known it would not have been it's bad but you couldn't spell them out right 
then but he kept saying the psychology of the inflation is it is such right now that i have to make this 
statement it's for the good of the country don't you want me to do what's best for the people of the country 
and i'd say yes but can't you wait a little while he said no it's best we have to do it right now so those are the 
kinds of things that sometimes i we get in some real arguments about it do you think that's the reason he lost 
the new york primary no well i think it might have had something to do with it but i don't think that's totally the 
reason my colleague mike wallace recently interviewed mrs ray nancy reagan and she said in what was 
clearly intended to be a kind way in an understanding way that she thought that you were a more activist first 


lady than she would be the opportunities here first lady can do with this position what she wants to do i have 
never been comfortable um pouring tea all day every day i can't do that that's an important part of this 
position but i have to have i have to be doing the things that are important to me and the things that i'm 
interested in the poor the the elderly if i sat here and did not do what i thought i could do to help them i just 
think that would be terrible so i intend as long as i'm here to do um those things that i can to help people in 
our country who need help you don't consider yourself too much quote up front no you could speak from the 
heart which is difficult to do in a campaign and i understand that what would you say to nancy reagan about 
the rigors of a presidential campaign as opposed to any other kind of campaign kind of pressure she's going 
to be under as a person i i think it's different from any anything that um it's different from 
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anything that um it's different from anything that i have ever been involved in and i've been involved in a lot of 
political campaigns but um it's different it's it's so open and um [Music] there's so much pressure and there is 
no way to hide any kind of um um anything there's no one had anything you have to be completely open and 
honest every part of your life is bad to every person in the united states and you and you accept that and if 
you don't accept it i think you have a terrible time i think you have to have to accept that your life is an open 
book that everything that you have ever done is going to be exposed and in fact i always said that we were 
fortunate to grow up in planes because everybody always knew everything we did anyway and you couldn't 
hide anything if you wanted to but that's one thing you have to come up and and and also i think that you 
have to to have enough confidence to to know that my in my case my husband is the best possible candidate 
for that position and that that he is his position the positions he takes on the issues of the positions that 
would be best for the country and and you have to know that and fight for it because you're going to get all 
kinds everything you do is going to be criticized and every position you take is going to be taken apart so you 
have to first be willing to expose yourself and second have your self-confidence and your confidence in your 
heart this is a change of subject but it occurs to me to ask is it more difficult for you to do this kind of 
interview with with your husband in the room no it's more difficult for me to make a speech when he's in the 
room i haven't thought about it i hadn't thought about an interview with him being difficult i don't like 
interviews with him when he does all the talking and i sit and look at him i don't like to do that but when you 
ask me questions too i 
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but when you ask me questions too i enjoy we talked we talked earlier about the billy card affair and i don't 
intend to dwell on it but again it encouraged me to ask it i i know you know billy carter's wife said well have 
you talked to her about this uh only once recently well several weeks ago i called her and i said um i just 
want you to know we love you and and she answered back with yes and no because she thinks i i don't know 
why but i think she thinks her telephone is tapped and that was the extent and that's the only time i've been 
in touch with at home um i saw her in planes during the vacation but we didn't mention anything at all about it 
you haven't said before i'm sorry we got into all i this said i want you and billy to know that we love you and 
we are sorry all of this happened and she said i'm sorry too and that was just about other than yes i know i 
think there's only a few words she said and i when i told you man i we decided it was because she thought 
her telephone was tapped let's talk politics for a moment your husband has complimented you and said that 
you're very good as a campaigner you're very good with politics and he obviously listens to you whether he 
always does what you recommend or not is something else isn't it where is jimmy carter's base in this 
election it seems to me that the what has been the democratic party's base for half a century is gone well i 
disagree with you on your premise that the democratic constituents has gone democrats argue and fight they 
push for all all they can get for all kinds of demands but when things are uncomfortable when there are 
difficulties in the country people blame whoever is in charge you don't think it's flat i don't i don't people in this 
country want somebody that can deal with a crisis whether it's an energy crisis an economic crisis iranian 
crisis you know we could have been in war in 
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you know we could have been in war in iran if we had not had somebody very level headed here in the white 
house whether it's a personal crisis like billy carter if you want to call that a crisis you can deal with it in a way 
that i think makes the american people proud when they look at it so i'm very proud of him and i think you're 
going to look and see that democratic constituency come together ms carter you travel around a good deal 
and i know you read a good bit i know from my past experience that you read the newspapers carefully is 
there anything that you've seen in print or seen on television lately that you said to yourself that's wrong and 
it makes me angry that they're saying that yes what was it i don't know what i can well i can just say one 
thing um i get mad sometimes when i watch um usually read something particularly when somebody who 
has and i'm not talking about press that nice but when somebody stands up and derides the fact that we are 
so energy dependent on foreign oil when they were here as part of an administration for almost eight years 
and and left us with this program with this problem and now blame it on us i can't i can't accept that and then 
and the other thing is that i know that he knew better and that makes me mad i can tell you and your 
husband smiles brought with that i think he likes it when you get uh get a little angry that well i get mad when 
we get blamed for the things that were neglected for eight years and we are the ones that are trying to 
straighten them up do you think the press overplayed the billy carter affair yes in what way well sensational 
headlines without knowing what what the real substance was but surely you can understand that when a 
brother of a president takes 220 000 from the kind of government that has been led by colonel gaddafi 
bankrolling worldwide terrorism 
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terrorism that reporters feel they have a responsibility to follow that string all the way down wherever it may 
lead i just i agree with you i think it's necessary i was shocked when we read in the paper that the philly had 
taken the money jimmy was too we played a game not for very long in your husband's office a short while 
ago a ratings game and i don't mean a television rating game i wonder if you'd be willing to play it on a scale 
of eight f a to f how would you rate yourself uh in your job as the president's number one helper is that too 
strong to describe you as that yes i would say c-minus on that as a political consultant um i'd say c plus on 
political consultant i feel like i understand people in the country because i'm with them i've been with them so 
much and i listen to their hopes and their dreams and their problems and concerns and telling you what your 
instincts are about people whom to trust and whom not to trust i get an a on that because i always tell you mr 
president ms carter you've been very patient with us and very generous with your time and i appreciate it 
very much thank you 


END 


